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Programs 
North Shore Reads, the joint program with other local libraries, was held on April 4th at 
the Swan Club.  Over 150 people are scheduled to attend, including some 25 Sea Cliff 
residents.  
 
On March 20th, Professor Maureen Murphy presented a fascinating lecture on the Yeats 
family. 
 
Finances 
NYS BUDGET 
The Governor and Legislature have come to an agreement on the FY2017-18 New York 
State budget.  

  State Library Aid:  $95.627M total ($4M added to Governor’s proposed budget) 

This allocation reverses the Governor’s proposed funding cut of $4M, and represents 
continued stable funding for library aid – the 6th consecutive budget where our 
advocacy efforts either reversed a proposed funding cut or secured enhanced funding.  

 State Library Construction Aid:  $24M total ($10M added to Governor’s 
proposed budget) 

The legislature added an additional $10M to the Governor’s budget proposal, which not 
only reverses the Governor’s proposed $5M funding cut, but allocates an additional 
$5M towards this critical program. After a decade of flat funding for State Library 
Construction Aid, our efforts have nearly doubled funding for this program in a little 
more than a calendar year.  

This year's budget was the most challenging in recent memory. The cumulative effect of 
your advocacy efforts  - your letters, phone calls, meeting with your legislators, 
participation in Advocacy Day - made the difference and allowed us to fare better than 
many groups which saw funding reductions.  We set a new record for library advocacy, 
over 9,000 individuals took action, and collectively we sent over 350K messages to 
Albany. 
 
GIFT FUNDS 

The Friends have given us $5000 of the $10,000 they have committed to the 
replacement of the lights in the Adult Library. 

Library standards 

The Division of Library Development of NYS has begun a process that will result in the 
updating of Standards for public libraries 



Most of these standards should be relatively easy for us adhere to.  A survey is being 
distributed to library directors for feedback; hearings will also be held before these 
standards are adopted. 

Suggestion box 

We have had a suggestion box at the front desk for several months.  The suggestions 
included: 

 Have a writing group that meets in the morning or afternoon. 

 Purchase Hindu CDs for patrons. 

 Have a chess club in the afternoon or in the morning. 

 The library should have a much larger video selection. 

 Organize a trip to Grand Central Station.  Do a tour where everybody gets there 
on their own. 

 Open the library on Sunday like other area libraries. 

 Get budget to open on Sundays. 

 Get an introductory subscription to S & P’s Outlook. 

 A bookmark that says: “Sea Cliff Reads” to generate money for the Library. 

 Suggestion for a workshop—Introduction and description of how to access 
movies via Apple TV and other techniques including opportunities for cutting the 
cables and whether or not it is feasible given the tactics of cable companies. 
 

Realistically, the last is the only suggestion that we can probably bring to fruition. 

Election of officers 

At our May meeting, we are required to elect officers so think about whether you want 
to keep your current position. 

Correspondence 
Letters of congratulations were sent to Trustees McDermott and Epstein and Mayor 
Lieberman. 
 
Important dates 
Board meeting, May 9, 2017, 7pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Arlene Nevens 
Library Director 


